
1 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 
WEST ESSEX REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
April 6, 2020 

Board Secretary’s Memorandum 
 REMOTE PUBLIC MEETING 

 
In accordance with the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs Local Operational 

Guidance – Covid-19: Guidance for Remote Public Meetings in New Jersey. 

 
 DATE                                                     PLACE 
Monday, April 6, 2020   Remote Meeting 

          
EXECUTIVE SESSION   ADJOURNED 
6:40 P.M.     7:21 P.M. 
 
CALLED TO ORDER               ADJOURNED 
 7:32 P.M.     8:34 P.M. 
 
OPEN MEETING: 
Ms. Maryadele Wojtowicz, Board President, presided and voiced the call to order in 
Executive Session at 6:40 p.m.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Motion by  Ms. Wojtowicz   Seconded by   Mr. Perrotti  to approve the following motion: 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-11, permits boards of 
education to meet in closed session to discuss certain matters; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the West Essex Regional Board of 
Education adjourns to Executive Session to discuss Personnel, Student, Negotiations and/or 
Litigation matters; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that public release of these discussions will occur when 
the need for confidentiality no longer exists. 
 
OPEN MEETING: 
The Board reconvened from Executive Session and Ms. Maryadele Wojtowicz, President, 
presided and voiced the call to order at 7:32 p.m.  
Pledge of Allegiance  
 
ROLL CALL: 
 Ms. C. Egan 
 Ms. A. Fahey 
 Ms. J. Marcus – Left at 8:17 PM 
 Mr. F. Perrotti  
 Mr. A. Rubinich – Vice-President 
 Ms. D. Sacco-Calderone 

 Ms. J. Skelton – Arrived at 6:50 PM 
 Mr. R. Stampone 
 Ms. M. Wojtowicz - President 
Administration: 

Mr. Damion Macioci, Superintendent of Schools 
Ms. Melissa Kida, Board Secretary/Business Administrator 
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West Essex Regional Board of Education 
MINUTES – April 6, 2020 
 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE OF MEETING: 
 
Notice of the April 6, 2020 meeting of the Board of Education was e-mailed to the Clerks of 
the Boroughs of Essex Fells, North Caldwell and Roseland and to the Township of Fairfield, 
and to the editor of The Progress on January 7, 2020 and The Star Ledger on the same day.  

 
BOARD PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 
 
Ms. Wojtowicz thanked all involved in the implementation of distance learning for the 
continuing education of the district’s students during this unprecedented time. She thanked 
the parents and students for their patience and resilience in adapting to the “new normal” 
during this challenging time. Ms. Wojtowicz stated that the district will continue to follow 
the state guidelines as directed by the governor’s mandated school closure. Ms. Wojotwicz 
commented on the Science Department’s donation of surgical masks, goggles, and gloves to 
local first responders. She extended condolences to members of the community impacted by 
the coronavirus.   
 
Mr. Rubinich stated that he regretted, in his effort to complement the business administrator 
during the last Board meeting, the inappropriate comments he made referencing her 
gender as part of his comments. He stated that he should have just said that Melissa was 
doing a great job. 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT: 

 
Mr. Macioci welcomed everyone to the district’s first remote Board meeting. He offered good 
thoughts and prayers for anyone currently battling this serious illness, and expressed 
condolences to those that had lost loved ones during the pandemic. He stated that 
although we are four towns, we are one community and we are all in this together. Mr. 
Macioci commented that staff members continue to work with resilience and determination 
by exploring new technologies, obtaining advanced resources, and researching virtual 
programs to enhance communication, improve instruction, and provide students with varied 
opportunities to advance and thrive. He provided a summarization of the district’s extended 
preparedness plan. Mr. Macioci outlined the district’s resources available to students and 
parents. 
 
PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS:   
 
Dr. Gina Donlevie, MS Principal, commented on the resilience of the MS student body in 
adapting to distance learning. She commented on the disappointments the students have 
encountered due to the cancellation of field trips and other activities. 
 

Mr. Caesar Diliberto, HS Principal, commented on the successful transition to distance 
learning by faculty in all departments by the use of Google classroom and a combination of 
Google Meets, Google Docs, recorded video tutorials, etc.  He stated that all school supports 
that are typically in place are still in place.  AP exams will be taken online and consist only of 
curriculum until March.  Exam time is 45 minutes.  
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West Essex Regional Board of Education 
MINUTES – April 6, 2020 

 

 
PRINCIPALS’ REPORTS:  (continued) 

 

Mr. Diliberto commented on the following positive things still happening at West Essex: the 
Wessex Wire received two “Best of SNO” awards for articles on the coronavirus; and the WE 
Field Hockey team launched a food drive to feed first responders with food from local 
businesses based on instagram at wefieldhockey.  
 
DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM’S REPORT: 

 
Mr. Gupta commented on the logistics and challenges overcome during the implementation 
of the distance learning program. He commented on the encouraging results of a 
parent/student survey on distance learning and stressed Administration’s continuing 
reassessment of the program in order to provide the best options for the WE community.  
 
COMMENTS FROM BOARD MEMBERS: 
 
Ms. Egan asked if Administration had considered the possibility of postponing or cancelling 
Spring Break due to the circumstances. Mr. Macioci responded.  

 
BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS/COMMENTS: 

 
Safety & Security Committee – Mr. Stampone, Chair, commented that the Committee met 
prior to the closing of school and discussed the postponement/cancellation of all field trips, 
athletic events and other activities on the district campus for the duration of the closure. Mr. 
Stampone commented that the Committee met remotely on March 30th and discussed the 
district’s transition to virtual learning. The Committee discussed the need to hire an 
additional Safety Coordinator to work an afternoon/evening shift, so all after-school activities 
are covered. Funds for this position are included in the 2020-2021 budget. Mr. Stampone 

stated that members of the district’s Crisis Team met and are prepared to provide support 
and intervention services for students, parents, staff members, and the community. 
Information for these services can be found on the district’s website and will be sent to the 
community as well.  
 
Finance & Physical Plant Management Committee – Mr. Rubinich, Chair, commented that 
the Committee met on March 31st and discussed the following: Assembly Bill A3902 
(allowing municipalities to delay payments to school districts); Transportation contracts; 
costs associated with the virtual learning program; new positions; vendor payments; Senate 
Bill S2273 (pertaining to the school employees health benefits plan); payments to coaches 
and Schedule B advisors; and estimated tax levy payments from sending districts. The 
Committee also discussed the decreased revenue stream due to cancellations of facility 
usage requests from outside organizations because of the Governor’s mandated social 
distancing guidelines/closures. He noted that, due to uncertainties associated with the 
coronavirus pandemic, the Committee also discussed priorities for costs and expenses, as 
well as deferring actions on previously discussed capital improvement projects.  
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West Essex Regional Board of Education 
MINUTES – April 6, 2020 
 
 
Curriculum & Instruction Committee – Ms. Sacco-Calderone, Chair, commented that the 
Committee met on April 1st and discussed the following: the school closure preparedness 
plan; the distance learning survey results; provisions for special education; and plans for 
meal distribution. Also discussed were provisions based upon different scenarios going 
forward. 

 
Ms. Wojtowicz opened the floor to the public for comments on agenda items. Hearing none, 
she closed the floor and resumed the meeting. 

 
 
West Essex Regional Board of Education       
FINANCE– April 6, 2020 
 
The following finance motions are made at the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
Anything placed on this agenda, Items 1- 6 will be voted upon in one motion.  
Motion by   Mr. Rubinich   Seconded by Ms. Sacco-Calderone  to approve the following 
motions: 
  
1. To approve the bills and claims check number 043897 through check number 

043908 and check number 510581 through check number 510583. 
Payroll Check Number 500894 through check number 500895 and check number 
500897 through check number 500898. 
Void check numbers  043682 and 043867. 
Totaling: $3,156,934.05 

Enclosures 1F – 2F 
 

2. To approve the Student Activity Check Register from March 7, 2020 through April 3, 
2020, check number 11515 through check number 11522. 
Totaling: $53,996.33. 

Enclosures 3F – 4F 
 

3. To approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of March 9, 2020 – AS AMENDED. 
 

     Enclosures 5F – 18F 
 

4. To approve the Executive Session Minutes of March 9, 2020. 
 

     Enclosure 19F 
  

5. To approve the proposal from Benecard to provide the district’s prescription card plan 
effective July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021. 
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West Essex Regional Board of Education       
FINANCE– April 6, 2020 

 
 

6. To approve renewal of Delta Dental for the district’s dental coverage effective July 1, 
2020 through June 30, 2021. 

 
ROLL CALL:      Yes: Ms. Egan, Ms. Fahey, Mr. Perrotti, Mr. Rubinich,  
  Ms. Sacco-Calderone, Ms. Skelton, Mr. Stampone,  
  and President Wojtowicz 

 No: None 
    Abstain: Ms. Fahey (#3 & #4 Only)  
                    Absent: Ms. Marcus 
 
 
West Essex Regional Board of Education       
PERSONNEL – April 6, 2020 
 
The following personnel motions are made at the recommendation of the Superintendent of 
Schools: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
Anything placed on this agenda, Items 1- 4, will be voted upon in one motion.  
Motion by   Mr. Perrotti   Seconded by   Ms. Egan  to approve the following motions: 

 
1. To approve one-half (½) day, without pay, on Monday, March 9, 2020, for Valerie 

Romano, Art teacher assigned to West Essex Regional High School. 

 
2. To approve one (1) day, without pay, on Thursday, March 12, 2020, for Joseph 

Lipinski, Special Education Aide assigned to West Essex Regional Middle School. 
 
3. To approve the following volunteer coaching appointment for the 2019/2020 Spring 

season: 

 David Semaya  Tennis 

 
4. To approve the following 2019/2020 Spring Coaching appointments, at the stipend 

amounts listed: 
SPORT CANDIDATE  POSITION        STEP STIPEND 
 
B/G Track 
 Brett Florance  Assistant Coach  2           $6,414 
 Shannon Kelly  Assistant Coach  3           $6,031 

 
 

ROLL CALL:      Yes: Ms. Egan, Ms. Fahey, Mr. Perrotti, Mr. Rubinich,  
  Ms. Sacco-Calderone, Ms. Skelton, Mr. Stampone, 
  and President Wojtowicz 
 No: None 

    Abstain: None  
                    Absent: Ms. Marcus 
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West Essex Regional Board of Education       
MISCELLANEOUS – April 6, 2020 
 
The following miscellaneous motions are made at the recommendation of the 
Superintendent of Schools: 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
Anything placed on this agenda, Items 1 - 7, will be voted upon in one motion.  

Motion by   Ms. Skelton  Seconded by Mr. Perrotti  to approve the following motions: 
 
1. BE IT RESOLVED that the Board hereby affirms the Superintendent’s decision in HIB 

Investigation No. 4 (MS) for the reasons set forth in the Superintendent’s Report to 
the Board and directs the Board Secretary/School Business Administrator to transmit 
a copy of the Board’s decision to the affected students’ parents forthwith. 

 
2. BE IT RESOLVED that the Board hereby affirms the Superintendent’s decision in HIB 

Investigation No. 5 (MS) for the reasons set forth in the Superintendent’s Report to 
the Board and directs the Board Secretary/School Business Administrator to transmit 
a copy of the Board’s decision to the affected students’ parents forthwith. 

 
3. BE IT RESOLVED that the Board hereby affirms the Superintendent’s decision in HIB 

Investigation No. 6 (HS) for the reasons set forth in the Superintendent’s Report to the 
Board and directs the Board Secretary/School Business Administrator to transmit a 
copy of the Board’s decision to the affected students’ parents forthwith. 

 
4. BE IT RESOLVED that the Board hereby affirms the Superintendent’s decision in HIB 

Investigation No. 7 (HS) for the reasons set forth in the Superintendent’s Report to the 
Board and directs the Board Secretary/School Business Administrator to transmit a 
copy of the Board’s decision to the affected students’ parents forthwith. 

 
5. WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, the West Essex Regional School District Board of 

Education (hereinafter referred to as “Board of Education”) continued the suspension 
of a student whose name is on file in the Superintendent’s office until the next regular 
Board meeting; and  

BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education after reviewing the case, in 
consultation with the Superintendent hereby continues the suspension until the next 
regular Board meeting; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Education hereby determines 
that the student will remain in an alternative education program during the period of 
his continued suspension; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the student shall not be present on the Board 
of Education’s school campus before, during and after the regularly scheduled school 
day during the period of his suspension, unless specifically authorized by the 
Superintendent; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Education hereby determines 
that the student shall not be permitted to participate in any athletic, co-curricular 
and/or extra-curricular activities sponsored by the Board of Education and shall not 
be present for or attend any Board of Education sponsored activities, either on 
campus or in any school district where the West Essex Regional School District is 
participating in the activities during the period of suspension; and 
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West Essex Regional Board of Education       
MISCELLANEOUS – April 6, 2020 

   
 

5. (continued) 
  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the suspension shall be reviewed at every 
subsequent regular board meeting to determine whether the suspension will be 
continued until the next regular board meeting. 
 

6. To approve the Second Reading of Policy #5701 – Academic Integrity 
 

Enclosures 1M – 2M 
 

7. To approve the Second Reading of Policy #7461 – District Sustainability Policy 
 

Enclosures 3M – 6M 
 
 

ROLL CALL:      Yes: Ms. Egan, Ms. Fahey, Mr. Perrotti, Mr. Rubinich,  
  Ms. Sacco-Calderone, Ms. Skelton, Mr. Stampone, 
  and President Wojtowicz 
 No: None 

    Abstain: None  
                    Absent: Ms. Marcus 

 
Ms. Wojtowicz opened the floor to the public for comments on non-agenda items: 

 Ms. Mindy Opper, North Caldwell parent, thanked the teachers and administrators for 

their efforts during the Covid-19 crisis. Ms. Opper commented relative to a Board 
member’s earlier statement. She encouraged Administration and the Board to explore 
opportunities to address unconscious bias. 

 
Motion to adjourn by   Mr. Rubinich   Seconded by   Ms. Sacco-Calderone  at 8:34 PM. 
 
 
ADJOURN: There being no further business before this Board of Education, BE IT 

RESOLVED that this public meeting be adjourned. 
 
 
 
 

       ____________________________________ 

 President 
 
 
 
 

 ____________________________________ 

       Business Administrator/Board Secretary 


